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1. BRITISH PRESS HAS FOLLOWED CLOSELY PUBLIC HEARINGS 
IN US ON FAA'S DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ON 
SUPERSONIC TRANSPORT. REPORTING, AT LEAST BY RESPONSIBLE 
PRESS, HAS BEEN OBJECTIVE AND FAIRLY ACCURATE. GENERAL 
MESSAGE CONVEYED IS THAT EUTURE OE $2.5 BILLION ANGLO- 
FRENCH CONCORDE PROLECT HANGS ON DECISION SOON TO BE 
TAKEN IN US AND THAT THAT DECISION COULD GO FOR OR 
AGAINST BRITISH INTERESTS. THIS IS INDEED SOBERING NEWS 
FOR BRITISH, MOST OF WHOM HAD GAINED IMPRESSION FROM 
MEDIA THAT ISSUANCE OF DRAFT EIS IN MARCH HAD CONSTITUTED 
US ACCEPTANCE OF CONCORDE FLIGHTS (REFTEL). 

2. WE SPOKE BRIEFLY TO BINNING, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CON- 
CORDE PROJECT, EOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM PUBLIC HEARINGS 
IN U.S. BINNING SAID IN US IT QUICKLY BECAME APPARENT 

TO ANGLO-ERENCH CONCORDE DELEGATION THAT PUBLIC HEARINGS 
GAME WAS BEING PLAYED ON A "DIFFERENT WICKET" THAN THEY 
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TION'S EFFORTS INTO PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGN TO TRY TO 
COUNTER THAT OF THE ENVIRONMENTALIST GROUPS. BINNING WAS 
NOT DISCOURAGED BY HEARINGS AND STILL FAIRLY OPTIMISTIC 
THAT CONCORDE WILL EVENTUALLY RECEIVE PERMISSION TO 
OPERATE TO JFK AND DULLES. 

3. ON APRIL 21, INDUSTRY SECRETARY BENN WAS ASKED IN 
PARLIAMENT WHY HE DID NOT GO TO THE US TO GIVE EVIDENCE 
IN SUPPORT OF CONCORDE. BENN REPLIED THAT TN THIS PARTI- 
CULAR CASE, THE MATTER HAD BETTER BE HANDLED IN THE WAY 
IT WAS BEING HANDLED - SO LONG AS IT IS CLEARLY UNDER- 
STOOD BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT THAT THE BRITISH AND FRENCH 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE A BASIC NATIONAL INTEREST THAT IT IS 
NOT FRUSTRATED BY ARGUMENTS WHICH DO NOT STAND UP." 
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